
 
 
 
 

 

Lent 
March 17, 2024 at 9:30am (EDT) 

 
Kyle Thompson, Deacon 

Patrick Rode, Elder 
Brenda Bierenga, Assisting Elder 

Don Callihan, Liturgist 
Willie Yuhas, Media Technician 

The Congregation, Ministers 
Randall Engle, Preaching Minister 

Mary Baker, Organist 
Aidan Laidlaw & Cole VanAmberg, Soloists 

Lea VanAmberg, Usher 
 

Please sign and pass the Friendship Register (the blue notebook at the end of your pew). 
 

Entering God’s Presence 

Gathering Music 
 
Our Call to Worship:  Dios esta aqui / God Is Here Today  .....................................................................  Raul Galeano 
 

God is here today 
As certain as the air I breathe 
As certain as the morning sun that rises 
As certain when I sing you’ll hear my song 
 
Dios esta aqui 
Tan cierto comoel aire que respiro 
Tan cierto como la manana se levanta 
Tan cierto como que le canto y me puede oir 
 
–Raul Galeano, tr. Michael Hawn 

 
*Our Opening Hymn:  All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly  ............................................................................  Hymnal 534 
 



*God’s Greeting 

 

*Mutual Greetings 

A common greeting, used by Christians for millennia, is “the Lord be with you,” 
or “God’s peace.”  The response:  “And also with you.” 

 

Confessing our Sin 

Our Confession and Assurance of Pardon  ...............................................................................................  Hymnal 636 
 

We’ll sing the Kyrie of Hymnal 633; 
note that the soloists begin each phrase, the congregation repeats. 

 
*A Song of Gratitude:  Amazing Grace  .......................................................................................................  Hymnal 691 
 

Our Morning Offerings are Received 

 

Hearing the Word 

 

The Scripture Lesson:  Number 13:1–3; 16–33  .......................................................................  The Bible, p. 227 
 
One:    This is the Word of the Lord!  

All:    Thanks be to God! 

 

The Anthem:  The Lord Is a Mighty God  .........................................................................................  Felix Mendelssohn 
 

The Lord is a mighty God 
And a King above all 
From the deepest waters 
To the highest mountains 
For evermore 
 

~Psalm 95:3–4 

 

The Sermon:  Minority Report 
 

Our Morning Prayers 

 

  



Receiving the Sacrament 

 

The Thanksgiving: 
 Minister: Lift up your hearts. 

 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People: It is right for us to give thanks. 

   It is our joy and our peace at all times 

   and in all places to give thanks to You, 

   Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God, 

   through Christ our Lord. 

 Minister: Eternal God, we praise You that You in Your glory . . .  

   Praise, glory, and thanksgiving to you, 

   our God, forever and ever, and we all join to sing with joy: 

 People:  (all singing in language of choice) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Institution 
 
The Prayer of Consecration 
 

The prayer is concluded with everyone praying the Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 



The Invitation and Indication of the Elements 
 
The Communion 
 

You may come forward to receive the elements from the Pastor; the assisting elder will usher 
you forward when it is time.  If you do not wish to receive the elements, cross your arms over 
each other as a signal. 

 

During the communion, the soloists will first offer Lamb of God by Allen Pote.  The text:  O 
Christ, Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  Dona nobis pacem.  Give 
us Your peace.  Amen. 
 

Then the organist will lead us in devotion.  When it’s time to conclude we will sing stanza one 
of Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights (Hymnal 134:1). 

 

The Prayer after Communion (prayed together): 
 

Almighty God, 
You provide the true bread from heaven, 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Grant that we who have received 
the sacrament of His body and blood 
may abide in Him and He in us, 
that we may be filled with the power of His endless life, 
now and forever. 
 

Amen. 
 

God Sends Us 

*God’s Blessing 
 
*Our Closing Hymn:  God of Grace and God of Glory  ..............................................................................  Hymnal 926 

 
*The Organ Postlude 
 

 

Blessed to be a blessing! 
You have been fed and blessed by God! 

You are now invited to take flowers from the Welcome Center to bless someone else. 
 
 
 
 

 



For an alternate arrangement see 766

Words: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993) © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music (HOLY MANNA 8.7.8.7 D): W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; harm. Norman E. Johnson, 1973, 

© 1973 Covenant Publications
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Words: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955-1993) © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music (HOLY MANNA 8.7.8.7 D): W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825; arr. ???  

All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly



Gracious God, 
our sins are too heavy to carry, 
too real to hide, and too deep to undo. 
Forgive what our lips tremble to name, 
what our hearts can no longer bear, 
and what has become for us a 
 consuming fire of judgment. 
Set us free from a past  
that we cannot change; 
open us to a future in  
which we can be changed; 
and grant us grace  
to grow more and more  
in your likeness and image; 
through Jesus Christ, the light  
of the world.

All sing “Kyrie Eleison” see 633, 635, 637, 639

This saying is sure and worthy  
of full acceptance: 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 
He bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that free from sins, 
we might live for righteousness. 
By his wounds we are healed.  
Alleuia! Amen. 

All sing a hymn or psalm of praise. 

Prayer: Book of Worship, United Church of Christ © 1986, 2002 United Church of Christ
Text: from 1 Tim. 1:15; 1 Pet. 2:24

636 A Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon 



Words and Music (KYRIE BRUMM): Kathleen Hart Brumm (b. 1958) © 1992 Brummhart Publishing

633 Kyrie/Lord, Have Mercy
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Words and Music: Kathleen Hart Brumm (b. 1958) © 1992 Brummhart Publishing
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Words and Music: Kathleen Hart Brumm (b. 1958) © 1992 Brummhart Publishing

Kyrie / Lord, Have Mercy



For an alternate arrangement see 670

Words: st. 1-4 John Newton, 1779, st. 5 A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, P.D.
Music (NEW BRITAIN 8.6.8.6): Virginia Harmony, 1831; adapt. and harm. Edwin O. Excell, 1900, P.D.

691 Amazing Grace
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Words: st. 1-4 John Newton, 1779, st. 5 A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790, P.D.
Music (AMAZING GRACE/NEW BRITAIN 8.6.8.6): Virginia Harmony; arr. Iona Community © 1993 Wild Goose Resource Group,
        Iona Community, Scotland, GIA Publications, Inc., exclusive North American agent

Amazing Grace

4  Through many dangers, toils, and snares
    I have already come;
    ’tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
    and grace will lead me home.

5  When we’ve been there ten thousand years,
    bright shining as the sun,
    we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
    than when we’d first begun.

For an alternate harmonization see #xxx.



Words: James Gertmenian (b. 1947) © 1993 Hope Publishing Company
Music (TALLIS CANON 8.8.8.8): Thomas Tallis (1505-1585), ca. 1561, P.D.
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Words: James Gertmenian (b. 1947) © 1993 Hope Publishing Company
Music (TALLIS CANON 8.8.8.8): Thomas Tallis (1505-1585), P.D.

Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights

5  So let us choose the path of one
    who wore, for us, the crown of thorn,
    and slept in death, that we might wake
    to life on Resurrection Morn!

6  Rejoice, O sons and daughters! Sing
    and shout hosannas!  Raise the strain!
    For Christ, whose death Good Friday brings,
    on Easter day will live again!



For an alternate arrangement see 43

Words: Harry E. Fosdick (1930), alt., P.D.
Music (CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7.7): John Hughes, 1907; harm. Henry V. Gerike (b. 1948) © 1969 

 Concordia Publishing House

926 God of Grace and God of Glory
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Words: Harry E. Fosdick (1930), alt., P.D.
Music (CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7.7): John Hughes (1905); harm. Henry V. Gerike (2006) © Concordia Publishing House

God of Grace and God of Glory

Chord symbols represent a simplified harmony.


